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The European Union’s Deadlock on the
Israel Issue after October 7

HACI MEHMET BOYRAZ*
ORCID NO: 0000-0001-9548-712X hmboyraz@ksu.edu.tr

ABSTRACT: This study analyzes the European Union’s policy toward Israel after 7
October 2023 to assess its foreign policy performance. It finds that the EU struggles to
develop a unified, coherent approach, with sharp divisions among member states over
recognizing Palestine, sanctions on Israel, defense industry cooperation and applying
international law. By contrast, there is broader consensus on a two state solution and
humanitarian aid for Palestinians. Trade ties with Israel remain largely unchanged, with
the EU still its largest trading partner. Overall, the Israel file exposes a deep gap be-
tween the EU’s normative rhetoric and its practice, highlighting structural weaknesses

in its common foreign policy.
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